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THE ORGANIC OR SYMPATHETIC SYSTEM 
OF NERVES. * 


BY HENRY C, HOUGHTON. -4@)_ 


CERTAINLY no class of the medical profession 
should feel and manifest greater interest in physi- 
ology than that which claims a physiological basis 
for its principles of theory and practice, and a 
special meaning for the symptoms which indicate 
the remedies given. I fear we are inclined to fall 
into routine practice, and follow the advice of 
fathers and teachers of medicine, rather than to 
demand of ourselves a reason for the selection of 
remedies. Although there are many unanswered 
questions concerning, this division of the nervous 
system, yet there are certain well-established facts 
which we shall do well to notice in connection 
with the action of remedies. 

In Mayer’s monograph on this system (S/ricker, 
page 767), he writes as follows: 

**At an eariier day there was great debate as to 
whether the sympathetic was to be looked upon as 
an independent nervous system or as a depend- 
ence of the cerebro-spinal system. A look at the 
unmistakably communicating fibers, which are 
met with between the sympathetic and cerebro- 
spinal systems, can leave no doubt in the observ- 
er’s mind as to the existence of the closest relation 
between the two sets of riervous organs. The two 
systems may properly be regarded as functionally 
conjoined organizations ; only that in the cerebro- 
spinal system the nerve-cells form large masses, 
and that the union between its different parts is 
effected by means of fibers which do not leave the 
territory of the central organ, and which preserve 





* Read before the Homceopathic Medical Society of the 
County of New York, April 14, 1875. 





the character of central fibers; while on the con- 
trary, the nerve-cells in the sympathetic are more 
widely separated, one from another, and the union 
between these cells, and between them and the 
cells of the cerebro-spinal axis takes place by 
means of peripheral nerve-fibers.” 

The above states the great distinctive feature of 
this system. The other differences are not marked 
physiologically. The nerve-fibers are rather softer 
and more gray. Where a ganglion has connec- 
tions at once with a spinal nerve and an organic, 
it is claimed that the spinal fiber is whiter in color. 
By the study of tissue undergoing degeneration 
after section, it is inferred that the fibers in the 
trunks belong two-thirds to spinal and one-third 
to organic systems, These trunks are connecting 
links for the ganglia, the latter being composed 
of numberless ganglionic multipolar cells. 

These ganglia, known as cranial, cervical, tho- 
racic, abdominal, lumbar, sacral, and ganglion 
impar, form a chain of ganglia on either side of 
the body, twenty-eight to thirty in number, some- 
times called the sympathetic cord, From this 
cord filaments pass to ganglionic cells in large 
number in the organs of vegetative life, the heart, 
the blood-vessels, the mucous and muscular coats 
of the digestive tract, pancreas, liver, pulmonary 
tissues, and organs of special sense. Early writers 
on physiology had little knowledge of the functions 
of this system of nerves, divided ever on the question 
of sensibility of the ganglia. One hundred and fifty 
years ago Petit demonstrated the action of the sym- 
pathetic as a center, from below upwards, from its 
influence on the phenomena in the eye, Sixty 
years ago, Duprey removed the superior cervical 
ganglion in the horse, and demonstrated the rela- 
tion of the sympathetic to the processes of nutri- 
tion, secretion, and animal heat. Twenty-three 
years since, Brown-Séquard repeated the experi- 
ments of Bernard, made the year previous, and 
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owed that section of the snujatnite paralyzed 
the muscular coats of the artery, and that galvani- 
zation caused the contraction of the same. Later 
experiments by others have demonstrated similar 
results in the mucous membrane of the stomach, 
from removal of the coeliac plexus, also in the in- 
testine by section of the organic nerves supplying 
the mucous membrane there. The discovery of 
Brown-Séquard_ opened a wide field for experi- 
mentation, which has yielded entire agreement 
as to the facts of vaso-motor phenomena, and a 
beautiful explanation of the local supply of blood 
to any organ, be it gland, muscle, or even nerve 
itself. At first it was supposed that the vaso-motor 
centers were in the organic system. It is now ac- 
cepted that these centers are in the cerebro-spinal, 
the vexed question being the exact location. 
Schlesinger accepts the proof from experiments of 
Ludwig, Théry and others that the nervous center, 
by which the blood-vessels are kept in tone is sit- 
uated in the medulla. If the spinal cord be cut be- 
low the medulla at the level of the axis, the blood- 
vessels relax, they being separated from the vaso- 
motor center. The reflex center for vaso-motor 
nerves, the center which converts sensory or affe- 
rent impulses to motor ones, is also supposed to 
be in the medulla. 


-- ——- ——— —- 2 - -- 


Oser and Schlesinger show that the uterus has a 
nervous center through which reflex contraction 
of the uterus can be induced, this center being 


above the atlas (Cenfralblait., 1871, No. 52). 
Brown-Séquard (Journal of Physivlogy, 1858, Vol. 
I, p. 214) shows that the eléments of these cen- 
ters pass to the pons and some to the cerebellum. 
That the elements for the uterus extend for some 
distance down the spinal cord, is shown by reflex 
action. After section at the atlas and injection of 
strychnia, the contraction of the uterus occurred 
when the median nerve was irritated. Reflex 
phenomena are very interesting subjects for study 
as regards either secretion, animal heat, nutrition, 
or special sense. 

The cervical ganglia have afforded the most 
easily studied centers, and we find that section of 
the cervical sympathetic causes contracted pupil, 
heat and congestion of temples and gums, and 
ysweat of face, partial ptosis, atrophic condition of 
bulbs, lachrymation, myopia, weak memory, and 
red lighting in the eye. Galvanism restores, or 
causes over action, symptoms of irritation. 

Irritation of the cervical sympathetic produces 
mydriasis, paralysis of accommodation, and re- 
duction of temperature of the ear. Division of 
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the anterior roots of the first and second spinal 
nerves is the same in effect on the eye as division 
of the sympathetic, save that there follows no dila- 
tation of the blood-vessels, Division of the tho- 
racic ganglia of the sympathetic at the second and 
fourth ribs dilates vessels and elevates temperature, 
but no eye symptoms result (Bernard), Experi- 
ments on the medulla give us the analogues of 
diseased action, as also the parallelism of drug 
action. Irritation of the medulla causes con- 
tracted radial arteries, icy coldness of hands anf 
feet, and shuddering through the whole trunk, 
followed by sweat, Section of abdominal sympa- 
thetic causes dilatation of vessels, and the intestine 
becomes filled with watery fluid (cholera). Trau- 
matic lesion of the sympathetic has, in an instance 
cited by French, given the same symptoms. 

Bartholow reports ten cases seen by himself, in 
which unilateral sweat was probably caused by 
compression of the sympathetic from aneurism. 

In looking up authorities this morning for this 
article, Prof. Allen kindly gave me the following 
reliable data from the last number of Virchow’s 
Archives, which he has, this afternoon, translated 
as follows : 

‘* Cases of unilateral sweat are not seldom ob- 
served, either as one of a complex of symptoms, 
as for example, in morbus Basedowii, in some ca- 
ses of diabetes mellitus, etc., or as an isolated 
symptom, occurring in otherwise perfectly healthy 
persons, of which latter 1 have known two cases. 
So far as I know, the pathological anatomy un- 
derlying this symptom has hitherto been wanting. 
Physiological experiments point to a paralysis of 
the vessels supplied by the sympathetic; in this 
connection, it is sufficient to recall the well-known 
experiments of Claude Bernard, who observed af- 
ter division of the sympathetic of one side (and 
consequent paralysis of the vaso-motor nerve), 
sweat on that side of the body. 

“T will now briefly detail the pathological appear- 
ance of the ceivical sympathetic in a case of unila- 
teral sweat. The history of this case is detailed in 
the Inaugural Dissertation of one of my pupils, Dr. 
Fraenkel (‘On the Pathology of the Cervical Sym- 
pathetic,’ Breslau, 1874). I now publish, however, 
only so much as pertains to unilateral sweat, in or- 
der that this observation, which has perhaps a very 
wide interest, may be more extensively known, 
than it would be through an inaugural dissertation. 
The case was that of a man *sixty years old ; the 
symptom showed itself on the left side of the 
head, left half of the trunk, and the left upper ex- 
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tremity. There was no redness of that part of the 
skin during the sweat. The patient was very anz- 
mic, although there was no change in the pupil 
of the left eye. 

‘This hyper-hydrosis sinistra developed itself 
suddenly in consequence of a violent attack of an- 
gina-pectoris ; it also accompanied all subsequent 
paroxysms, indeed, it was observed in the interval 
between the paroxysms, if the patient walked up 
and down the room for some time, or made any 
other great exertion. In the post-mortem (numer- 
ous interesting details of which may be found in 
the work of Dr. Fraenkel), the gamglia of the 
cervical sympathetic were carefully examined. To 
the eye, they exhibited nothing remarkable. The 
ganglia of the two sides were of equal and normal 
size. But fine sections of the left sympathetic gan- 
glion, especially of the inferior cervical ganglion 
(hardened in Muller’s fluid and absolute alcohol), 
exhibited, even to the naked eye, roundish and ob- 
long portions of a brownish black color which, un- 
der the microscope, were found to be spaces lined 
by a distinct endothelium, and filled with blood 
corpuscles, 

“ These spaces are round,seldom spindle-shaped, 
sometimes irregular. Frequently they can be traced 
as continuous, with very much dilated vessels. 

“ Varicosities are frequently found which alter- 
nate with contractions. The walls of these spaces 
are tolerably broad, and contain a large number of 
spindle-shaped nuclei, which are especially nu- 
merous in the peripheral layers. The ganglionic 
cells are plainly visible in the section always very 
strongly pigmented, some of them are of a deep, 
blackish brown color. 

“In these ganglionic cells, are seen dark gran- 
ules, which occupy the whole cell, and even com- 
pletely cover the nucleus. In the cervical ganglia 
of the sympathetic, on the right side, none of 
these appearances of the blood-vessels are noticed ; 
the vascularity, as a careful examination showed, 
was much less. Only very seldom were seen 
slightly dilated vessels, but absolutely none of the 
varicosities which we observed on the left side, 
and which remind one of a true angioma. The 
nerve-cells of the ganglia of the right side entirely 
conform in their relation to those of the left side. 
If now we are right from a physiological basis and 
numerous pathological facts, in ascribing unilater- 
al sweat to the changes of the sympathetic, then 
these changes in the vascularity of the ganglia of 
the sympathetic are quite sufficient to account for 
the appearance of the sweat. 
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«Just as in seule wuiite in the brain, we 
find symptoms of paralysis in various parts of the 
nervous system, dependent upon the increase of the 
amount of blood in these growths, and the disap- 
pearance of these paralytic symptoms after a dimi- 
nution of the amount of blood, so, in my view, 
we have no difficulty in understanding how com- 
pression of certain sympathetic nerve elements, de- 
pendent upon the amount of blood contained in 
these varicose vessels, under various conditions, 
as, for example, an impeded return of the venous 
blood, may cause transient paresis or paralysis, 

“ Such a compression of the nerve elements of the 
sympathetic seems the more plausible, as the con- 
nective tissue envelope, which surrounds the gan- 
glia of the sympathetic, sends* processes between 
the various cells, which also serve to carry the 
blood-vessels, and form capsules for the various 
nerve elements. The more spaces occupied by 
these vascular septa, the more impaired is the 
function of the nerves implicated.. Soon after the 
publication of Fraenkel’s dissertation (july, 1874), 
in which my observations are first made known, 
a very important work by Alexis Lubemoff ap- 
peared (‘A Contribution to Histology and Pa- 
thology of the Sympathetic Nervous System,’ this 
Archive, vol. 61, part I1.). He observed, under 
various conditions, not detailed with sufficient 
precision in his work, a high degree of injection 
of the sympathetic ganglia of one side, with too 
little blood in those of the other side. Further- 
more, he noticed, with very great injection of the 
vessels, varicosities in some parts of the blood- 
vessels, This last appearance he saw very much 
developed in some cases of puerperal fever, in the 
superior cervical ganglia. Lubemoff’s illustration 
(wide plates) shows far less varicosity than is seen 
in this case.” 

Intimately connected with the consideration of 
the organic nerves is the subject of trophic centers. 
From the fact that section of the posterior roots of 
the spinal nerves, between the end and the gan- 
glion of the root, causes degeneration of the end 
attached to the cord, while the end attached to the 
ganglion is preserved; also from the fact that in 
section of the anterior spinal roots the end attached 
to the cord is preserved, while the peripheral end 
degenerates, it is inferred that ganglia act as tro- 
phic centers. 

In like manner, the ganglia of the organic sys- 
tem are trophic centers, with reference to efferent 
filaments ; and spinal ganglia, with reference to 
afferent fibers. But the latest authorities gener- 
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ally agree that it is unnecéssary to suppose that 
special nerves and cells are endowed with this 
function. 

In view of what has been thus briefly presented, 
my first proposition would seem a correct asser- 
tion, and we may look a moment at the relation of 
the physiology of this system of nerves to our 
therapeutics. Section of the sympathetic finds its 
simillimum in nitrate of amyl. Five to ten drops 
poured upon a napkin, and the vapor inhaled, 
produces immediate hyperemia of the face and 
head, increased heart’s action, fullness in the 
eyes and within the head, and often excessive ver- 
tigo. A perfect pictute of paralysis of vaso-motor 
nerves. 

Seguin, in his *‘ Lectures on Therapeutics of 
the Nervous System” (Medical Record, 1874, page 
283), says: ‘“* Among medicinal agents I know of 
few which will stimulate the vaso-motor nerves, 
which are not medicines that should be embraced 
in another class. One exception, perhaps, is 
ergot. Some recent observations seem to indicate 
that ergot diminishes the amount of blood circu- 
lating in the spinal cord and in other tissues. It 
has been demonstrated that belladonna in small 
doses will accomplish the same thing.” Although 
it may be difficult to separate, or not desirable to 
separate our symptomatology upon physiological 
indications, yet the student of materia medica will 
not lose by his physiological study. I am aware 
that the presentation of this subject is the taking 
up of an old bone of contention. We are not yet 
reduced to the necessity of a choice between phy- 
siology and symptomatology. Let Hahnemann’s 
followers show the relation between the two. 


<- 
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Nitrate of Amyl in Cardialgia and Tetanus, ete.— 
Funkel( Deufsches Arch. /. Klin. Med.) recommends 
the use of this remedy in cardialgia. After a few in- 
halations the pain disappears, and if it return, as 
in a few instances it does, they are to be renewed. 
The neuralgias accompanying menstruation have 
also yielded to its influence. One case of tetanus 
which had resisted the action of all the means 
hitherto applied, yielded promptly to the inhala- 
tion of two drops three times a day.— Berlin Klin. 
Woch., Jan. 4, 1875. 
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A NAVAL man suggests the use, in Arctic expedi- 
tions, of a flat spirit lamp fitted to the sacrum and 
having atuberunning up the spine to the occiput. 
If the inventor would try the experiment on his own 
person, we might get at some practical results. 





THE BASIS FOR THE STUDY OF SURGICAL 
THERAPEUTICS, 


BY JOHN C, MINOR, &M. D. 


Some months ago I operated on a patient for 
fistula in ano—the wound did not heal properly, 
leaving a fissure in place of the fistula, and I re- 
sorted to various local applications to complete the 
cure. The trouble seemed unusually obstinate, 
and was sufficiently long continued for me to de- 
monstrate the extravagance with which many rem- 
idies for this condition are lauded by homeopathic 
and allopathic writers. The case was finally cured 
by the intefnal use and external application of ra- 
tania, and the experience gained was added to an 
increasing list of surgical cases in which homee- 
opathy has enabled me to bring success out of what 
would otherwise have proved a failure. 

The result of my experience with homceopathy 
in surgical cases is not one that statistics can prop- 
erly represent, for, while I might be able to give a 
fair record of clinical results as regards my pa- 
tients this does not seem to me, at present, to be 
the most important return that has been yielded. 
A close study of the cases in which homceopathic 
treatment has been followed by unquestionable 
success furnishes me with a definite opinion as to 
the general action of homaopathic remedies—a 
conviction which I believe to be absolutely neces- 
sary for the systematic treatment of such cases. 

To appreciate the action and use of homee- 
opathic remedies we must abandon entirely the 
ordinary acceptation of the term ‘‘ functional dis- 
ease.” We may accept functional disorders and 
sympathetic pains as facts, provided it is under- 
stood that there is always a pathological condition, 
an organic lesion, or a mechanical obstruction, 
which furnishes the basis for the functional dis- 
order or sympathetic pain. We must conclude, 
and there is no logical escape from this conclusion, 
that there is no conceivable symptom which has 
not an organic basis to rest upon. It may be a 
mere hyperzemia in the remotest capillaries, a de- 
fect in the supply or demand “of nutrition in some 
parts of the nervous system, some lesion that the 
microscope or the chemical laboratory alone can 
determine, but none the less a lesion or mechanical 
difficulty than if it were an embolism of the femoral 
artery, an ulcer of the cornea, or an elongation of 
the uvula, 

If this conclusion be reached (the somatic theory 
of disease), we may approach the treatment of 
organic changes in structure with the more con- 
fidence, since the record of all past success in 























homceopathy is then a history of structural lesions 
remedied or mechanical difficulties overcome. 
Without this conclusion the practice of medicine 
would be, for me, either hypocrisy or the wildest 
empiricism—it gives me the necessary foundation 
for a belief in the curative action of drugs as dis- 
tinct and separate from the wis medicairix nalure. 

It follows then that when bryonia relieves or 
cures a pain in the side, it also relieves or cures 
the pathological condition on which the pain de- 
pends. It may not cure the whole disease, which 
may be an effusion that requires sulphur or some 
other remedy to produce absorption, but if part of 
the general symptoms are cured, then a correspond- 
ing part of the pathological condition is cured also 
—the remainder presents another group of symp- 
toms and must be followed up by another remedy. 
So with colocynth in colic and veratrum in diar- 
theea. We prescribe for symptoms because they 
are the natural results of disease, the most unerring 
guides to the source of the disease, and the most 
sensitive indicators of the condition of the disease. 
A symptom is Nature’s call for a certain remedy, 
and if we recognize the call we may satisfy the de- 
mand as certainly as food will satisfy hunger. 

We can hardly overestimate the value of diagnos- 
tic ability in the matter of treatment and prognosis 
when these are taken together, but it happens, 
often enough, that in the matter of treatment alone 
what is called an dccurate diagnosis and what is 
understood as the most profound pathological 
knowledge are of very slight use to either physician 
or patient. A diagnosis reveals only well-known 
conditions, the coarser aspects of a disease. Pa- 
thology goes deeper into the case, and shows us 
something of the process of diseased action, but 
it never goes back to the first causes of disease. 
There are still remaining unanswered the simplest 
questions in pathology, and back of these ques- 
tions there are others equally simple; so that a 
very brief series of questions will compel the most 
advanced scientist to a prompt acknowledgment 
that pathology does not reach far enough back to 
trace the dependence of one lesion upon another, 
until the exact relation between external causes 
and internal effects is shown. It furnishes the 
basis for a logical inference of the somatic theory 
of disease, but it cannot supply the chain of evi- 
dence requisite for a demonstration of any theory 
of disease. 

Then it follows that when it is necessary to find 
out the cause of a disease before treating it, the 
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search for absolute knowledge of the ultimate 
causes and processes of disease can never be suc- 
cessful. ‘ 

An incomplete knowledge cannot be a safe guide, 
especially when each decade brings to light new 
facts which destroy the doctrines held in the pre- 
ceding one. In place of the uncertainty of our 
own knowledge of what a patient needs, in place of 
the insufficiency of pathology to guide us to the 
proper treatment of a case, we take the symptoms 
as the only guide to the real source of the disease, 
and send our remedies to their destination, with 
the full assurance that Hahnemann’s formula makes 
it possible for a remedy to reach a source of dis- 
ease which must always be hidden from our eyes. 

So much for the basis of treatment. Now, at the 
first glance over the materia medica, we find but 
few remedies that produce pathological changes, 
except some eczematous or pustular eruptions 
upon the skin, or similar surface lesions. There 
are all sorts of queer pains and aches, but no typi- 
cal disease is produced in its totality. No drug 
produces a fistula in ano, none produces a fungous 
hematodes of the eye, or an adenoma of the 
breast, or a cancer of the neck of the uterus, al- 
though these conditions have been relieved or 
cured by homceopathic remedies. But let us con- 
sider this matter one moment. If the conclusion 
which we reached, namely, that every symptom, 
however trivial, orginates in a pathological condi- 
tion, and is dependent on some organic change, is 
true of disease, it is also true of drug symptoms, 
and we must accept it in both. We must accept 
it as a reasonable and necessary inference, but not 
as a fact which can be demonstrated. 

Surgical practice brings us continually into the 
presence of structural lesions and organic changes 
that are apparent to the sight or easily demonstra- 
ted. In medical practice these conditions are 
hidden from sight, they exist in a slighter degree, 
and are not usually of very long standing. The 
effect of remedies upon a surgical case, is one that 
must be very marked and cannot be doubted, to 
make it valuable for reference, and hence we must 
examine our records critically, if we are to pro- 
nounce upon the value of homceopathy in such 
cases, There should be no hesitation in rejecting 
reputed cures of cancers, when the internal evi- 
dence shows the case to be one of chronic abscess, 
a lipoma in the process of ulceration, or a bubo. 

We should also reject the evidence of those who 
‘*never fail ;” and, in particular, those who never 





treatment might as well be abandoned, because the 





fail to cure it with one remedy—whatever the dis- 
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ease or remedy may be. For it will take buta 
brief experience in practice, whether medical or 
surgical, to convince one of the utter worthless- 
ness of the ‘‘ specific” theory in homeeopathy. 
There may be specifics for some symptoms—even 
for some individuals, but never for a disease. Were 
the doctrine true, it would be unnecessary for us 
to attend any cases of scarlet fever ; we might send 
some belladonna ; but many a case of scarlet fever 
occurs in which belladonna does not enter into the 
homeopathic treatment of it from the beginning 
tothe end. Possibly I may be doing injustice to 
those who adhere to the specific theory in our 
school by not fully apprehending the theory ; my 
plea is for the separate study of each case, and that 
precedents are of but limited value in the homceo- 
pathic treatment of surgical diseases. 

While it seems to be demonstrated sufficiently 
in- every-day practice, that the search for specifics 
for particular diseases is a fruitless waste of time, 
there is, on the other hand, a field of study which 
is continually yielding the most practical results, 
namely ; the comparative study of the action of 
remedies. 

The study of the materia medica will be valua- 
ble just in proportion as the student is able to 
mass the facts together in some definite order. 
Thus one will arrange and compare among them- 
selves groups of remedies which act upon certain 
tissues or organs. Another will pay but little at- 
tention to the local action of drugs, but will find 
in the general conditions, and the circumstances 
of aggravation, or amelioration, a satisfactory order 
for reference. It is worthy of note, that from what- 
ever standpoint, as regards the grouping of drugs, 
the investigation of a case is undertaken, however 
widely two practitioners may differ as to the prop- 
er method of studying the materia medica, or the 
relative importance of symptoms, the careful ap- 
plication of the therapeutic law will, in most cases, 
bring the same remedy into use whatever the sys- 
tem of study may be. 

Again there are certain conditions of the system, 
common enough in surgical practice, which may 
have their analogues in certain groups of remedies, 
Thus, when we perceive an effort of nature to 
eliminate septic material from the system, through 
the excretions and secretions, when there is, more- 
over, an impairment in the excretory tissues, so 
that the process becomes a slow one, and we find 
the most marked effect upon the mucous mem- 
branes of the nasal, buccal, laryngeal, and rectal 
regions, we briefly picture the action of nitric acid 





upon the system, but we also touch upon the mar- 
gins of mercurius, kali bichr., arsenicum, hepar- 
sulphur, and a few other drugs which might very 
well be formed into a characteristic group for con- 
venient reference. 

Arnica, rhus, and ledum, we will find already 
compared ahd massed together in Teste’s Materia 
Medica, so that their characteristic action is already 
defined and easily applied. From the same au- 
thor, we may gather many valuable hints as to the 
arrangement of remedies into analogous groups, 
and, while our experience may differ from his con- 
clusions, there is a brilliancy and boldness in his 
method which will well repay investigation. Per- 
sonally, I believe his effort to be an unsatisfactory 
one, but it is better to fail in a good thing than to 
to succeed in a poor one, and many of Teste’s the- 
rapeutic hints are of the utmost value in actual 
practice, while his classifications must be ranked 
with those of all other homceopathic writers as re- 
gards usefulness, but superior to any in the ability 
displayed. 

The fact probably is, that each one must make 
his own classification of drugs, and arrange them 
fer use according to whatever general knowledge 
he possesses. There isno other way at present in 
surgical therapeutics, for the wheat and chaff are 
so mixed, that we must be responsible for our own 
mistakes and not place them on the shoulders of 
what we call our authorities. ° 

The best efforts in homceopathic literature are 
not found in books, but are scattered about in the 
journals of our school here and abroad. It is also 
true, that the very worst specimens of homco- 
pathic literature are found not in books, but in the 
same journals, and hence the necessity for original 
work in the matter of revising clinical facts for use. 
We cannot afford to accept anything as authorized 
or genuine, unless our own judgment approves the 
authority from a careful consideration of the facts. 

The proof of the efficacy of homoeopathy in the 
treatment of surgical diseases must depend for its 
final demonstration on hospital practice. The 
clinical records of every homceopathic hospital 
should display the diagnosis of each case fully be- 
fore any treatment iscommenced. Then the treat- 
ment from day to day, should be faithfully record- 
ed, with the changes, whether for better or worse, 
in the condition of the disease. The record should 
show, without any equivocation, whether the cures 
were due to a purely homceopathic treatment, or 
whether any other system of treatment contributed 
to the result. We should use every effort not to 
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restrain the most perfec? liberty of opinion and of 
practice, but to secure an accurate record of clini- 
cal cases, which may be regarded with perfect con- 
fidence by the profession. Such a record, faith- 
fully kept, would in a few years, do more to ad- 
vance the standard of practice than any number of 
works on surgical therapeutics. 

We must depend upon public records for the 
clinical basis, for an estimate of the efficiency of 
homeeopathy in surgical therapeutics. The pri- 
vate records of practicioners can never be received 
with the same assurance. They are necessarily 
tinged with a personality, they are beyond the 
critical inspection of the profession, and they must 
be limited in their usefulness, by the estimation in 
which the author is regarded from a personal stand- 
point. But in hospital practice, the records should 
belong to the profession, and the service rendered 
in the wards should be utilized in the most exact 
manner, not for the demonstration of the efficacy 
of homceopathy, for that is prejudging its merits, 
but for an accurate determination of its relative 
value in the treatment of surgical diseases and con- 
ditions. 


—_ 


Gases in the Coagulation of the Blood.—As the re- 
sult of some recent investigations by Messrs. Mat- 
thieu and Urbain upon the part which the gases 
play in the coagulation of blood, these gentlemen 
announce that carbonic acid is the agent of spon- 
taneous coagulation, and that, during life, the 
obstacles to this coagulation reside in the blood 
corpuscles, which have as their special function the 
fixation not only of the oxygen, but also of the 
carbonic acid in the blood. As a result, the 
coagulating action of this gas cannot be exerted 
in physiological conditions. The blood which re- 
turns from glandular organs, especially from the 
kidneys, is incoagulable, and contains very little 
carbonic acid. If the removal of carbonic acid 
from the blood be favored by simple exosmose, 
coagulation will not take: place; yet, if it be 
placed in an atmosphere of carbonic acid, coagu- 
lation rapidly sets in. Theclots, however, are 
softer than those which form in air, rendering it 
probable that oxygen influences their consistence. 
Lastly, certain neutral salts impede or prevent 
coagulation, but such salts fix a notable volume 
of carbonic acid, and thus withdraw it from the 
blood. 





-~— 





Cotorapo boasts that one-half of its population 
consists of reconstructed invalids. —Medical Record. 





HOMCZOPATHY IN HUNGARY. 

BY J. M. SCHLEY, M. D. 
I po not propose to write the history of home- 
opathy, nor follow it step by step in its struggles 
from the moment when the founder of our school 
induced one or more of his pupils to go and settle 
in Hungary or its neighboring country, Poland, 
but only wish to show its status as it now is. This 
would be but a mere repetition of what our 
fathers, and those who first practiced according to 
the laws of Hahnemann, have suffered and borne 
so patiently and heroically. In Pesth, the capital 
of Hungary, is the only homceopathic school in 
Germany or in Austria, and this is under the di- 
rect control of the government. 

It is to be regretted that this, our only school, 
should be so far from the ordinary route of the 
traveler, for this city does not hold out to the visitor 
or student the same attractions, beauty of place, 
and facility of acquiring generat knowledge, as its 
near rival Vienna. The homeopathic school in 
Pesth is not like the one we have in our city, cor- 
ner of Twenty-third Street and Third Avenue. No 
chair of anatofny, surgery, or physiology graces the 
catalogue. But two subjects are taught, the use 
of the materia medica as first shown by Hahne- 
mann at the bedside, and experimental pathologi- 
cal anatomy, illustrated by the administration of 
drugs upon animals. 

The two professors are Bakody and Hausman. 
The former, a man whose reputation might have 
become as renowned as that of Fleischman of 
Vienna, of Clotar Miller of Leipzig, or Hughes of 
England, were he not so constantly occupied in 
keeping the small phalanx, at whose head he 
stands, like a noble leader, from compromising 
themselves before the taunts of their crafty and 
ever-watchful opponents of the old school. As 
Nero in his anger once exclaimed, that he wished 
the Roman people had but one neck, that, with a 
stroke of the sword, he might for ever be delivered 
of them. 

So this cap might fit our generous, noble and 
magnanimous brethren, the allopaths, Those who 
stand even at the head of their profession, though 
often convinced that our opinions are correct, still 
denounce us as humbugs and quacks, and if such 
a thing were of any effect, would gladly issue an 
edict of extermination upon all the believers in our 
manner of practice. This state of things will, no 
doubt, be of long continuance, but the day must 
come when those who snow nothing of homceo- 
pathy and cry it down, will be laughed at by the 
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majority, just as we, the minority, are ridiculed 
now. How often in past ages have the discover- 
ies of noble minds been hooted at by a crowd of 
prejudiced opponents, who ‘‘ seeing, saw not, and 
hearing wou/d not understand,” who did not even 
take time to investigate what they so ruthlessly 
condemned. Yet no power has been able to stay 
the advance of science. But to return. 

Prof. Bakody’s name is seldom or ever seen in 
print, yet his powerful mind is able to compete 
with any emergency, and fight it out successfully. 
At the bedside his diagnosis is as thorough as that 
of Bamberger of Vienna, whose name, as a pathol- 
ogist, stands first in the old school. 

As I write these lines an interesting case in his 
ward occurs to me. I have forgotten the minutiz. 

It was a young girl of seventeen years with gen- 
era] anasarca, even the scalp was infiltrated, and 
frequently the skin of her lower extremities would 
burst open to allow the serous fluid to ooze 
through. In passing her bed, I thought it only a 
simple case of morbus Brightii. Prof. Bakody 
gave the details of her case, and asked me to ex- 
amine her thoroughly, which I did. I was du- 
bious, however, as to the correctness of his diag- 
nosis. He told me that evesy valve in her heart 
was more or less affected, and from that arose the 
whole trouble. Her lungs were solidified, not 
from any acute inflammation, but secondarily, 
from the vitium cordis. 

She died a few days after this examination. He 
described to the class how we might expect to find 
her kidneys, lungs, liver, etc. On the post-mor- 
tem table his former statements were proved cor- 
rect. Another peculiar feature was the nonclosure 
of the foramen ovale, which is generally occluded 

very shortly after birth. 

He has two large rooms in the Rochus Hospital 
for medical cases exclusively, each containing 
twenty-five beds or more. One of these rooms is 
for women, the other for men. It was singular 
how often many of these ignorant, superstitious 
people, after having been treated in his wards, 
would ask to return to them should they be sick 
again. 

In the selection of his remedies he is very ac- 
curate, and I feel assured that many a young 
graduate would be won over to our school could 
he but see the efficacy of his prescriptions. He 
generally uses the third decimal dilution or trit- 
uration, and I have never seen him give higher 
than the 3oth. He is very cautious in the admin- 

is'ration of medicine, and frequently uses two in 
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combination. By this I nsean he gives two differ- 
ent medicines separately. Thus, in the first stage 
of broncho-pneumonia he will use aconitum nap. 
and bryonia alternately, or aconitum nap. and 
phosphorus. Some of our confréres may look 
upon this as inaccurate and non-homceopathic, 
but we all of us disagree upon some one point in 
our practice ; for example, one might think like 
Bakody, that by the use of two drugs a more ef- 
fectual cure is obtained, another never feels as if 
he were prescribing unless it is the ten thousandth, 
the hundred thousandth, and even the millionth. 

We are all taught by our individual experience 
the potency and the frequency of the dose required, 
and, therefore, one must not think it curious of 
his colleague if he prescribe the tincture or the 
five hundredth. In Europe generally the homceo- 
paths use low dilutions, the third, sixth, tenth, and 
thirtieth. Kafka, of Prague, in his fine work, ‘‘ Die 
Homdopatische Therapie,” never goes beyond the 
tenth. My homeeopathic studies first commenced 
under Prof. Bakody. His success even among 
the lowest, the worst nourished, and most degraded 
was far beyond my expectation. 

I have known a homeeopathic physician, whose 
medicine case was filled with tinctures and tritura- 
tions of the third, and these he administered for 
years, and I could wish but one thing, as I think 
of him, that my success migh/ equal his during my 
professional career. A man, thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with his materia medica and symptomatology, 
may do this and discern where he is getting the 
symptoms of the drug or that of disease. 

To Prof. Bakody’s energy and influence we are 
no doubt entirely indebted for the existence of this 
homeeopathic school in Pesth, for, with unceasing 
and unabated perseverance, he has toiled day and 
night to accomplish this one end. Should he be 
called prematurely from this world to another, this 
good work for which he has labored so diligently, 
would not long survive him. There is a homeeo- 
pathic pharmacy in the hospital, established and 
supplied by the government. Prof. Bakody has 
an able assistant, Dr. Késztler, whose term of ser- 
vice in the hospital is limited to two years. The 
lectures are delivered at the bedside and are entirely 
practical. Prof. Bakody is a Hungarian by birth. 

The lectures of Prof. Hausman are full of learn- 
ing, scientific, and philosophical, but too abstruse 
for the ordinary student, to feel, that, at the end of 
a session, he carries much home to be of service 
to him in his future career. Some of his experi- 
ments are very interesting, most of which are prac- 
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ticed on the dog and rabbit. Phosphorus was the 
drug he lectured on during the Summer course of 
1873, showing its effect upon the lungs of these 
animals. He has a very fine laboratory adjoining 
his lecture-room. He certainly handles his sub- 
ject beautifully, but he forgets, in his remarks, too 
often, that we all are not endowed alike in our 
mental capacities, and much is lost to his listeners 
for this reason. I never saw anything more beau- 
tifully demonstrated than his ‘‘ phosphorus-pneu- 
monia.” How the drug was administered and in 
what quantity I forget, but I think it was taken by 
the animal with his food. I may excuse myself 
here for not being more minute, but he was obliged 
to lecture in the Hungarian language, which I un- 
derstood very imperfectly. Once he gave quite a 
large dog a certain amount of phosphorus, and in 
two or three days he had a very pretty case of uni- 
lateral lobular pneumonia to show the class, the 
other lung being congested. The animal was 
gagged and tied, so as to be harmless, and the 
students were invited to examine it—percussing 
and auscultating him. The hepatized part could 
be plainly marked out from the surrounding 
healthy tissue. The dog was then killed, and it 
was found that the diagnosis was correct. A piece 
of the hepatized lung was cut out, and in put- 
ting it in water it sank immediately. The animal 
had febrile symptoms, and seemed drowsy and 
inert. 

As a diagnostician, Prof. Hausman stands high 
among his confréres. He has written two large 
books upon the ‘‘ causes of diseases,” but like his 
lectures, they require a strong and powerful mind 
to master their contents. Professors Bakody and 
Hausman are certainly two of the most able and 
thoroughly educated homeopathic physicians in 
Hungary, and they will do the profession credit as 
long as they continue to represent Homceopathy, 
by occupying a chair of professorship. The latter 
is from Wurzburg. The summer lectures of 1873 
were the first which were delivered, and only four 
or five students had their names entered on the 
books of the college, but more attended them. 
The lectures were to be delivered in the language 
of the place, but a vote being taken, Prof. Bakody 
was asked to lecture in German, which he did. 
Prof. Hausman, twice a week, gave to those who 
could not speak the Hungarian language, at his 
residence, a synopsis of what he had lectured on a 
few days previously. Homeeopathy, has a very 
strong foothold in Hungary, and next to America, 
this country promises to do more for its progress 





and to battle more for it than any other. In 
Pesth, the créme of society has fallen into the 
hands of homceopathic physicians, and, though in 
comparison with the old school, the minority is 
evident, yet each and every one of them has more 
than he can well attend to. Many papers are sent 
from Pesth to Dr. Clotar Miiller (in Leipzig) to be 
published in the ‘‘ Allgemeine Homiopatische Zei- 
tung,” and some of them are very able articles. 
They also have a society in Pesth similar to the 
Hahnemannian of this city, which meets monthly. 
One thing must be lamented by us, our not being 
thrown more in contact with ideas expressed by 
men of other nationalities, who know well how 
to handle their subject. I could not make any 
suggestion how this might be brought about, but 
would leave that rather to some older and wiser 
head to do, At the convention of the homceo- 
pathic physicians in Vienna, in the fall of 1873, 
the physicians of Hungary played as prominent a 
part as any there present. They are working 
quietly along, each doing his duty, and those who 
see where advice is wanted by the young practi- 
tioner and beginner, are always ready to give a 
helping hand. In Austria, since Fleischman’s 
death, Homceopathy seems paralyzed—no prog- 
ress—no ambition—no new and bright discovery 
meets your eye as you scan the annals. 

Physicians, like politicians, need some leader, 
some powerful master and strong mind to turn to 
in any pressing emergency,—some one to urge 
them on when they commence to flag. No coun- 
try stands ahead of ours. 

Our schools are of the best. Our professors are 
men of the highest talent, and day by day we grow 
stronger and stronger in number, and more learned, 
having men to teach us who master their subject 
with perfect facility. 

Our confréres across the water are watching our 
progress. As they see us gradually Jeaving them 
behind, they speak of us in envying tones, and they 
feel that their energy and perseverance must be 
redoubled if they wish to reach the position we 
have a!ready obtained. 


—_—— 


Tue objection which many persons urge against 
using tincture of iodine on the skin is, that the 
stain is ineradicable, except after considerable time. 
‘‘Ifa few drops of carbolic acid be added to the 
tincture,” says a medical journal, ‘‘it will not 





stain ; moreover, the tincture itself is more effica- 
cious.” ; 
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IN OPERATIONS UPON THE BREAST. 


BY JOHN C. MINOR, M.D. 


Mrs. B., of Middletown, N. Y., was placed under 
my care by her physician, Dr. Seward, for the sur- 
gical treatment of a large tumor of the left breast. 
It had been growing with great rapidity for several 
months, and had excited great apprehension, not 
only from its great size and rapid growth, but 
from its malignant appearance. The most prom- 
inent part of the tumor had already begun to 
ulcerate, and the general appearance of the growth 
seemed to justify the diagnosis, that had frequently 
been made, of encephaloid cancer. 

Large tortuous veins coursed over its surface just 
beneath the skin, and extended for some distance 
upon the sound tissues beyond the tumor, while 
around the seat of ulceration there was an exten- 
sive and beautifully marked capillary network of 
venous and arterial branches. It was evident that 
the bleeding during the operation would be exces- 
sive, and a source of immediate danger to the 
patient, 

On further examination of the tumor I found 
sufficient reasons for expressing my opinion that 
the growth was not a cancer. It was too large; a 
cancer would have broken down into ulceration 
long before such dimensions had been reached. 
It was too symmetrical, appearing to be perfectly 
globular, a shape rarely, if ever, taken by a can- 
cer. It was perfectly movable, and there were 
no glandular enlargements anywhere to be found. 
By palpation I came to the conclusion that it was 
cystic, but I was uncertain as to its exact nature, 
except that it was not malignant. 

On the 4th of March I removed the tumor by 
operation. The bleeding was fully as dangerous 
as it promised to be, and might have proved seri- 
ous had it not been stopped effectually by a very 
simple device which I had prepared beforehand. 
The operation itself was easy enough, consisting 
in an elliptical incision over the most prominent 
part of the tumor, including a portion of the integ- 
ument three inches wide and six inches long, the 
enucleation of the tumor, and the removal of the 
mammary gland. Anticipating, however, a dan- 
gerous hemorrhage from the vessels that were visi- 
ble on the surface, in addition to that which would 
arise from those that were out of sight, I deter- 
mined, in case the bleeding should prove excessive, 








to constrict all the tissues above the tumor with 
Esmarch’s elastic cord. 

This was done, with the most satisfactory result, 
by passing the cord under the back, across the ax- 
illary space, high up in the axilla—and, in order 
to allow the cord to act upon the deeper branches, 
the arm was brought down to the side and kept in 
that position, and then over the upper part of the 
chest. The two ends were not brought together, 
for this would bring unnecessary constriction on ~ 
the whole chest, whereas it was only the vessels of 
the /¢/t side that were to be controlled. When the 
cord was to be used, an assistant, standing on the 
right side of the patiént, took one end of the cord 
in each hand, and, keeping the ends sufficiently 
wide apart to avoid constriction upon the right 
side, put on sufficient tension to stop the bleeding. 

Although the cord was applied before the opera- 
tion was begun, yet I did not bring it into play 
until the bleeding became so profuse that the most 
dexterous sponging and manual pressure proved 
insufficient to keep the hemorrhage within safe 
limits. Then I gave the signal to Dr. Seward, 
and in about three seconds there was no more 
bleeding. The operation was finished without the 
necessity of using a sponge, except to cleanse the 
parts before inserting the sutures. When all was 
finished the tension was suspended at intervals, so 
that. the arteries might be picked up, but everything 
was done leisurely and without the slightest anxiety 
about any bleeding. 

The tumor weighed five pounds, was fibro-cystic 
in character, and the patient made a rapid re- 
covery. 


_ 


LUXATION OF THE PENIS. 
(Translated from the Gazette Médicale.) 

Nétaton describes the case of a young man, 
where from a fall into a ravine, this organ was de- 
tached from the skin, and forced down into the 
scrotum. 

But a case still more remarkable both in its de- 
tail and sequel, is narrated by Dr. Moldenhauer of 
Solingen. A drunken coachman fell from his 
carriage, the wheels of which passed over the mid- 
dle of his body. There was profuse extravasation 
of blood into the pubic tissues and scrotum. The 
glans penis was absent; its sheath being filled 
with a bloody mass of pap-like consistency. 

There was no pain either in repose or upon 
manipulation. Attempts at probing were unsuc- 
cessful. Simple water dressing was employed. 
The night passed well. The next day the bladder 
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was not evacuated externally, but the scrotum was 
greatly distended, and emanated a strong urinous 
odor. 

New, but ineffectual attempts were made at 
catheterization, and so the patient was put under 
the influence of chloroform, and an incision was 
made, commencing two inches below the organ, 
and extending along the median line of the scro- 
tum to the perineum. Dissection was made layer 
by layer, hoping to reach the organ, but without 
being able to discover it. A somewhat free hem- 
orrhage interrupted prolonged attempt. The open- 
ing, which was tolerably deep, was tamponed with 
lint and cold applications made, The state of the 
patient continued good, and after the evening of 
the same day the urine escaped at intervals from 
the scrotal incisions freely, and in sufficient quan- 
tities ; giving a lively burning sensation, the only 
thing of which the patient complained. The next 
day, Oct. 27th, the incision presented a thor- 
oughly good appearance. On introducing the 
finger, it was impossible to discover any trace of 
the penis. At about proper intervals the urine es- 
caped from the opening. Three days later (Oct. 
30th), another ineffectual attempt was made to find 
the penis. From Nov. 3d, there becamea free dis- 
charge of laudable pus, and the urine at regular 
intervals, and nearly as a jet. On Nov. 6th, an ab- 
scess was observed on a level with the lefi anterior 
iliac spine, which on the 7th was opened, a large 
amount of pus being discharged. It was also 
observed that whatever might be the position of the 
subject, the urine escaped more freely by the up- 
per opening even than by way of the scrotum. On 
the soth, the scrotal incision was enlarged, in an- 
other ineffectual attempt to find the penis. A sound 
introduced by way of the scrotum, and rightly 
directed, made its appearance at the opening of 
the iliac abscess, on a level with the left anterior 
iliac spine. The sound thus occupying the left in- 
guinal region was permitted to remain. 

Seeing that the urine continued to flow at both 
ends of the sound, gave to Dr. Moldenhauer the 
idea that without doubt the penis would be found 
in the direction of the sound ; so two days after, 
on the 12th, he cut through the skin, and cellular 
tissue which covered the sound, commencing at 
the base of the penis and terminating at the iliac 
spine. Thus exposing and then withdrawing the 
.instrument, he discovered at the bottom of the 
considerably deep opening the penis intact, with 
its glans, to which adhered the inner fold of the 
prepuce, all lodged in the layer of cellulo-adipose 





tissue which covers the abdominal muscles, He 
found by catheterization that there was no lesion of 
the urethra. With the bistoury, it was easy to isolate 
the glans from the surrounding parts, but the rest 
of the body adhered so strongly to the abdominal 
muscles, that at the request of the patient it was 
decided for this time not to detach it. 

Micturition was accomplished without the least 
difficulty. The healing of the large wound re- 
quired some time, especially as it was retarded by 
its becoming invested with a thick lardaceous 
growth, resisting the action of caustics. 

One year later, Dr. Moldenhauer saw the patient 
again. The penis adhered tothe abdominal walls, 
excepting the glans, which was exposed and 
passably movable, so far, that in any position mic- 
turition could without difficulty be accomplished, 
At times the organ was subject to painful erections, 
The patient energetically refused to submit to an 
antiplastic operation for the purpose of replacing 
the organ in its natural position. 


Sin 





A CASE OF REFLEX NERVOUS ACTION, 
RESEMBLING THE DISTURBANCES 
PRODUCED BY BILIARY CALCULL 


BY M. O. TERRY, M.D., UTICA, NEW YORK. 


Mrs. A., aged thirty-eight, of a nervo-bilious 
temperament, came to my office, giving me the his- 
tory of her case as follows : Her last confinement oc- 
curred ten years ago. Since that time she had 
worked continually in assisting her aged mother, 
as her condition seemed to require. Her principal 
duty being to lift her in order to change her position 
in bed. For about nine years, had suffered from 
backache, capricious appetite, bilious attacks, too 
frequent menstruation, and had taken mandrake 
pills, tonics, etc., to regulate the bowels usually 
constipated, and to strengthen her system gener- 
ally. 

Eight months since, she had a severe attack of 
pain in the epigastric region, radiating to the right, 
and upwards, and shooting through to the back, 
this was described as inexpressibly agonizing. It 
continued without much cessation for forty-eight 
hours. Morphiea Sulph. seemed to relieve but 
slightly, afterwards the pain ceased entirely. Six 
weeks later, a second attack ensued, lasting several 
days. The physician then pronounced the par- 
oxysm produced by the passage of biliary cal- 
culi. Morphia was the only thing that produced 
any favorable effect. Since the second attack the 
paroxysms have occurred more frequently, the pa- 
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tient being seldom without the pain described (viz., 
agonizing pain at the pit of the stomach, and ex- 
tending through to the back), menstruation every 
two weeks, profuse, and producing extreme de- 
bility, no appetite, bowels constipated, and com- 
plexion yellow. 

After hearing the above history, I prescribed 
nux vomica and china, recommending that the 
morphia should be taken on retiring, provided the 
pain should return as usual, and told the patient 
to report on the following day. I sat up the greater 
part of the night, as would a lawyer over a diffi- 
cult case, investigating and comparing, neglecting 
no good authority. In my investigations, I found 
that reflex symptoms from disease of the uterus, 
at times resembled those produced by the passage 
of biliary calculi. 

The patient returned as directed, reporting that 
she had passed a most distressing night. She 
seemed completely discouraged, saying she pre- 
ferred death itself rather than suffer any longer 
such misery. 

Stating to her my impressions as to the true 
cause of her whole trouble, I made a careful ex- 
amination of the genital organs, and discovered 
that the neck of the womb was both indurated 
and ulcerated. Tinct. iodine was applied, and the 
pain ceased instantly, although previous to the ap- 
plication, the patient had suffered acutely. The 
iodine was employed twice a week for three weeks, 
with the effect of producing a perfect cure, and 
the patient returned to her home entirely well. 
During the three weeks’ treatment, she had an 
attack of acute metritis, due to catching cold. 
Conium and China prescribed. I have since 
learned that the patient is enjoying perfect health, 
with her periods returning at natural intervals. 


>  —— 


APHONIA EXISTING ONE MONTH, CURED 
IN THREE HOURS. 


BY M. O, TERRY, M.D., UTICA, NEW YORK, 


Mr. B., a teacher, one month since from over 
exertion, lost his voice to such an extent that even 
whispering was inaudible, and his condition had 
not changed up to the time of his visit. Laryn- 
goscopic examination revealed a congestion of the 
vocal cords. A spray composed of alum, glycerine, 
and Zinct. Myrrh, was used, which had the im- 
mediate effect of cooling the part. I also gave in- 
ternally, eon., Spongia, and a few lozenges, com- 
posed of benzoic acid. The examination was 
made at two o'clock p. m. At five o’clock the same af- 
ternoon, the voice returned, and he spoke in a na- 
tural tone without pain. 
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THE HOPEFULNESS OF THE CONSUMP- 


TIVE. 


In diseases of the lungs, the condition of depres- 
sion is rarely present, and, when so present, is 
possibly due to some abdominal complication ; 
though, of course, some of the existing depression 
may be fairly attributed to the anxiety naturally 
arising from an intelligent comprehension of the 
danger impending. In tuberculosis of the lung 
there is commonly such an emotional attitude in 
the patient as has earned for itself the designation 
of spes phthisica. Here the hopefulness is as irra- 
tional as is the depression of some other affections. 
The consumptive patient just dropping into the 
grave will indulge in plans stretching far into the 
future, ignoring his real condition, and the impos- 
sibility of any such survival as he is calculating 
upon. It isa curious yet a familiar state. Hope 
seems to rise above the intelligence, just as in cer- 
tain abdominal diseases there isa depression which 
defies its corrections. The intellect is not equal 
to finding the true bear:ngs or of correcting the 
exalted emotional centers. In curious relation to 
these conditions stand weil-known differences of 
the pulse. In chest-diseases the pulse is usually 
full, sometimes bounding ; in abdominal disease 
it is small and often thready. The pulse of pneu- 
monia and the pulse of peritonitis are distinctly 
dissimilar and contrast with each other. It is well 
known that there is much more tendency to col- 
lapse in abdominal than in thoracic disease ; tak- 
ing the conditions of the pulse together with the 
emotional attitudes of these affections, the synthesis 
is unavoidable that some effect is produced by the 


tubercular disease in the lungs upon the emotional 
centers as opposite to the effect of abdominal dis- 
ease as are the varied effects upon the pulse ; and 
further that the result is probably produced through 
the circulation. The explanation which is shad- 
owed out, for it really does not amount to more, 
is that abdominal disease causes a depletion of the 
emotional centers— of which depression is the out- 
ward indication—while phthisis leads to a plethoric 
state associated with exalted emotional conditions. 
In either case the intellectual and volitional! centers 
appear unequal to the task of maintaining the bal- 
ance which normally exists. As a matter of fact, 
there are certain mental attitudes found in some 
diseases which are so regularly present, so well 
marked and pronounced, that they may fairly be 
included as a part of the rational symptoms. So 
commonly is mental depression found along with 
biliary disturbance that the name melancholia was 
given to these conditions of mental gloom; and 
modern observation is but establishing the pro- 
priety of the term.—Dr. J, M. Fornercitt, in 
Popular Science Monthly. 
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. 1. 





PLAYING WITH EDGED TOOLS. 


Tue recent death of Professor Walker from the 
effects of an overdose of conium illustrates in a 
very forcible manner the too common practice of 
our allopathic friends of administering, in a reck- 
less manner, powerful drugs, the cumulative power 
of which they have not taken the trouble to study. 
Dr. Walker had long suffered from spasms of the 
face, for which he had tried various remedies, with 
no avail. A prominent physician in New York 
recommended conium, and gave him with his own 
hands, in the space of three hours, 180 drops of 
the expressed juice, representing a grain to the 
drop. As no particular strong action was noticed, 
he was instructed to go directly to a prominent 
manufacturer, obtain it fresh from his laboratory, 
The result 
was, three doses were taken, followed by speedy 


and use it according to his directions. 


death, The verdict of the jury, fully warranted by 
the testimony and the post-mortem, was death pro- 
The 
physicians were absolved from all blame, as it was 


duced by the poisonous action of conium. 


claimed explicit directions were given to discon- 
tinue the drug when certain symptoms had been 
produced, and the patient repeated the dose taken 
after these symptoms were manifest. There is a 
higher court than a coroner’s, with an allopathic 


—the court of public opinion—the question may 
arise, Why was a man, almost insane from suffer- 
ing, trusted with a drug to use at his discretion, 
so powerful that the injudicious use of it would 
produce speedy death ? 
heard of the cumulative action of drugs, and were 


Had his physicians never 


they so little acquainted with the special action of 
this poison as not to know, after taking 180 drops, 
his reasoning faculties might not be in precisely 
the proper condition for correct reasoning and 
clear judgment ? 

This case is only one of the many illustrations, 
almost daily occurring, of the fondness of our 
allopathic friends for using what they call heroic 
treatment, and playing with edged tools, the delicate 
One 
day we hear of a person in a state almost of col- 
The unmistakable 


temper of which they do not understand. 


lapse from the use of aconite. 
symptoms of aconite poisoning warn the physician 
The next day the 
heroic treatment is shown in paralyzing or con- 


he is pushing his drug too far. 


vulsing some portions of the body with strychnine, 
or producing temporary or permanent strabismus 
with belladonna. ‘‘ No one isto blame,” says the 
jury, ‘‘for these men are all men of wonderful 
science, and can do no wrong.” When compelled 
to face the question squarely, how easy to throw 
the blame on the dead man, who can no longer 
speak for himself. s 

A little careful study of our Materia Medica 
might add a few facts to the accumulated stores of 
wisdom of these wonderful scientific men, whom 
the jury absolves from all blame, notwithstanding 
they confess that the man lying dead before them 
was poisoned by conium which they had pre- 
scribed. 


——$$_$< 
MEDICAL INQUISITIONS. 


Is it not wise, and is it not time, that the medi- 
cal profession should make brief pause in order 
that it may appreciate the direction of its drift 
and the legitimate termination of its voyage? 

There is no other profession claiming a scien- 
tific base which has so stigmatized itself by out- 





physician as foreman of the jury, and in that court 





Even 


rageous intolerance in matters of opinion. 
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its treatment of demonstrated facts is a mortifying 
record. The pecuniary injury and the vituperation 
inflicted upon Harvey, who discovered the circu- 
Jation of the blood, and Jenner, who discovered to 
the world the value of vaccination, are but exam- 
ples of the countless like instances which stand to 
our deep shame. 

But few years since a scheme was put on foot to 
devise a way by which the Legislature could grant to 
allopathic colleges the power of rescinding the di- 
plomas which they had granted to those who sub- 
sequently selected their remedies in conformity 
with the homeopathic law, and publicly avowed 
that as their chosen method of practice. 

This proposition to violate the very elements of 
legal right and personal security died shortly after 
birth. 

Following this, a kind of cabal was formed, 
plotting to relieve the government of its duties and 
to regulate the community generally in matters of 
medical preference and belief. In dealing with 
those whose medical beliefs and prejudices were 
like their own, they intended a conformity to the 
laws under which they lived ; but, in dealing with 
those of diverse medical belief, their expressed 
intent was to either usurp the framing and exe- 
cution of the law, or to evade its application as it 
existed, 


The law demands that every applicant for the 
degree of Doctor in Medicine, shall produce a 
certificate of three years study with some one who 
is regularly graduated or licensed in medicine. 

The plan entertained by this quidnunc body was 
that of inducing the allopathic colleges to com- 
bine in refusing to receive certificates of study 
from those who practiced the homeeopathic meth- 
od, although they might be graduates of their own 
schools. 

This attempt failed for various reasons. First, 
the more manly and just natures of the profession 
were disgusted with the outrage suggested, then 
those who were sufficiently unscrupulous but yet 
shrewd, were not enough brave or reckless to defy 
the law where the object of its violation was so 
gross and so fragrant of the Inquisition as to have 








aroused the indignation and sympathy of the 
world and the interposition of authority. 

The accomplishment of the same ends by sub- 
jecting the students of homceopathic practitioners 
to unfair examinations, was also met with disfavor, 
and the whole thing was crumpled up and thrown 
into the waste-basket for impotent schemes of big- 
otry. 

The field has been transferred, and the device 
now depends for success upon the trickery and low 
cunning which belongs to the bottom dregs of 
politics. 

There is an attempt to smuggle acts through the 
Legislatures of the various States, ostensibly for 
better sanitary provisions. The rea/ object will al- 
ways be found hidden away in an obscure but care- 
fully worded clause, intending to operate by fur- 
nishing a technical ground for degrading and de- 
priving of their rights, and for legally protected 
aspersions upon the abilities and honor of all those 
—-whatever might be their scientific, moral, or social 
standing—who refused to be whipped or badgered 
into subscribing to a certain limit of belief or join- 
ing of some dictatorial self-constituted society and 
the maintaining of a servility sufficiently abject to 
insure the continuance of their names in a Medi- 
cal Register, as a guarantee that they shall not be 
traduced or maltreated beyond an ordinary de- 
gree. 

These and a thousand other like things are in- 
deed calculated to stir the well-springs of honest 
indignation, and it is right that these tricks should 
be exposed, not in anger, but with calmness and 
dignity, trusting to the invariable rule that in the 
end a malicious evil always commits suicide. 

The truth is, the public is tired and nauseated 
with the miserable quarrels arising from differ- 
ences in medical belief, especially when those quar- 
rels are intruded into social life. 

Moreover, the public begins to realize the fact, 
that this uncouth rudeness—whatever may be the 
school or belief—furnishes its specimens almost 
exclusively from a very small number of noisy, 
uneducated men, who have, by mistake, straggled 
into the profession, and who are organic boors. 





























AMERICAN INSTITUTE. 


WE trust our readers, one and all, will pu/ i an | - 


appearance, at the next annual meeting of the 
American Institute of Homceopathy, at Put-in-Bay, 
on the third Tuesday in June next. The meet- 
ing occurs at a season when the members of our 
profession are not usually very hard pressed with 
work, and a vacation of a few days in the pleasantest 
month in the year, and in one of the most beau- 
tiful spots on the continent, will be in every way 
enjoyable. 

There is too much of hard work in our profes- 
sion, and too little of that social element which 
contributes so much to keep one fresh and young. 
In the interchange of thought, and the pleasant 
social converse among a class of educated men, 
gathered together from every State in the Union, 
each one can learn something, and to all it could 
be made one of the brightest and most enjoyable 
occasions of the year. 

In making up the committees, we need not re- 
mind so able and practical a man as President 
Holcomb, of the great importance of putting at 
the head thoroughly practical men, who will be able 
to bring out in their various departments the 
strength of the Institute. There is in our school 
as much real scientific ability as in any other, and 
there is no reason why the reports at our annual 
gathering should be second to those of any scien- 
tific body in the world. Independent of the great 
value of such reports to the profession, they would 
give it a standing before the scientific world of 
which we should all be proud. 


Preventing the Curdling of Mith by Oil of Mustard. 
—The observation of Schalbe, that the addition of 
a single drop of oil of mustard to 308 grains of 
milk will prevent its curdling for weeks, has been 
fully confirmed by Vogel, by exhaustive compara- 
tive experiments with fresh milk, with and without 
oil of mustard, including the determination, from 
time to time, of the amount of lactic acid present, 
from which it also appears that this effect of oil of 
mustard is due to a retarding action upon the for- 
mation of lactic acid, its formation being also al- 
most entirely prevented during the first eleven days, 
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and the amount present fourteen days later, being 
only one-seventh of that in milk not so treated. 





39 


eports of Societies, 


HAHNEMANN ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, 


Tue regular meeting of this society was held at 
the Ophthalmic Hospital, March 24, 1875, the 
President, Dr. Joseph Finch, presiding. 

After the usual business, Dr. Semue! Lilienthal! 
read a paper on ‘‘ Ferrum and its Relation to other 
Remedies.” 

Dr. Swan related a case of hemorrhage from the 
lungs, during the eighth month of pregnancy, in a 
consumptive patient: She was wakened from sleep 
by a hemorrhage of several mouthfuls of bright, 
red blood of slightly ‘‘saltish taste,” ‘‘ bubbling 
up” without effort, followed by coughing, with 
which she raised about as much more. During 
this bleeding, and subsequently, she had had labor 
pains, which increased after rising in the morning; 
during the afternoon cough and pains returned, 
the expectoration being at one time simple white 
mucus, then clots of bloody mucus, and then 
free, bright blood, which came up as if vomited. 
The lower abdomen was very sore when coughing, 
and the pains seemed to be principally at that point, 
the foetus was continually in motion, particularly 
during the hemorrhage, and the pressure down- 
wards caused frequent but ineffectual desire for 
stool. After raising a quantity of blood, she be- 
came quite asthenic, was very pale, lips white, and 
ears almost transparent. Gave /rolo-sesquioxide 
of iron 1,™, with the most satisfactory results ; the 
hemorrhage ceased, the cough became much less 
frequent, labor pains ceased, child became quiet, 
and color returned to face and lips as usual. 

The proto-sesquioxide of iron, or black oxide of 
iron (Fe3 O4, according to Fowne) is the same 
that comes from iron heated to redness. Drinking 
the water from a forge-trough cured a hemorrhage 
during pregnancy. In the above case, the soreness 
in the hypogastric region when coughing, and the 
asthenic condition after raising blood, also indi- 
cated iron. 

Dr. Burdick, several months ago, had a lady 
patient suffering from great debility in connection 
with ulceration of the throat, as disagreeable look- 
ing ulcer as he ever saw. Also large quantities of 
albumen in the urine. After treatment for some 
time, her throat healed, and health was restored. 
She returned home, and after a few weeks, being 
caught in a rain, took cold, and her physician 
thought she needed iron, presume the Zinc. Ferri 
Muriat. 
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In two weeks she died ; now what was the real 
cause of her death? She improved during the first 
week, then quickly failed and died at the end of 
the second week. 

Dr. Jones said Trousseau used to build up de- 
bilitated women, married and unmarried, with iron, 
but in a most solemn and impressive revocation, 
after twelve years use of it, acknowledged that he 
had caused desolation in many families, and ab- 
jured its use in their doses. 

Dr. Lilienthal said the beauty of iron was in 
uncomplicated cases; if there are complications, 
it is of no use. 

Dr. Swan asked Dr. Burdick what he considered 
to be the cause of death in the case he related. 

Dr. Burdick thought iron was. 

Dr. Lilienthal thought the ulcerated sore throat 
only a local manifestation of general disease from 
blood dyscrasia, hence when the iron, which kills 
the red globules, was given, leukaemia set in, and she 
succumbed. Blood and nerve diseases always go 
hand in hand. Dr. Lilienthal also asked if such 
foolish notions as comparing remedies are bene- 
ficial or detrimental to Homoeopathy? Shall we 
cure, and at the same time, if possible, find how 
remedies act upon the organism ? 

Dr. Jones asked if the full force of Dr. Lilien- 
thal’s question was comprehended. There is a 
public man who proclaims them of no use, and if 
Prof. Lippe could have his way he would not allow 
another man to give such a paper as the one we 
have just listened to. We must know what we 
give and how we give it, or fall behind in the race. 

Dr. Finch was anxious to have the question dis- 
cussed by the physiological and anti-physiological 
side, but the lateness of the hour prevented, and 
the meeting adjourned. 

Ciara C. Purmpron, M.D., 
Recording Secretary. 
_— 
HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
THE COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 


STATED MEETING, APRIL 14, 1875. 
The President, Dr. B. F. Joslin in the Chair. 


Tue 10th of the present month being the anni- 
versary of the birth of Hahnemann, the President 
said he had deemed it fitting and proper that some 
notice should be taken of the event, and to that 
end he informed the Society he had prepared a 
sketch of the life and labors of the Master, which, 
if desired, he would then present. A unanimous 
vote decided in favor of its being read. 
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After its conclusion, Dr. H. D. Paine expressed 
regret that so valuable and interesting an address 
should be presented to so small a number of list- 
eners,and he hoped some means might be adopted 
in order to present the sketch to the profession at 
large. After this the presentation of papers was 
in order, 

Dr. Henry C. Houghton read a very interesting 
paper upon ‘‘ The Organic or Sympathetic System 
of Nerves,” which we reproduce in the department 
devoted to original communications. 

The following remarks were elicited : 

In regard to that portion of the paper referring 
to the physiological action of remedies, Dr. Lilien- 
thal said there was much to be developed in this 
direction, and if we ever place our Materia Medica 
on a thoroughly scientific basis, it will be done 
through this channel. He did not believe there 
was a symptom which could not be explained upon 
physiological grounds, and the more we know of 
this department of medicine the better and more 
understandingly can we prescribe. We must ac- 
knowledge this basis, and then we will know why 
we cure, as well as how we cure. 

Dr. Allen referred to Dr. Seguin’s paper wherein 
the author spoke of the action of ergof in produc- 
ing contractions in the vaso-motor system. Dr. 
Brown-Séquard had demonstrated that nicotine 
produces the same result. He mentioned also the 
experiments of Hager, Professor of Physiology in 
Brussels, on organs removed from the body. 

This investigator had shown that the alkaloid 
nicotine would produce contractions of capillaries 
in the liver, immediately after the organ had been 
removed from the body, if permitted to circulate 
through it by the medium of fresh blood. Drugs 
which act on the periphery of the nervous system 
undoubtedly act in the same manner. Dr. Allen 
could well understand how a/ropine and other 
drugs, act locally, and not on the general system. 
It is by this local action that certain remedies pro- 
duce unilateral sweat. 

Boenninghausen mentions several remedies 
which have this peculiar property as follows: 

Nux vomica and baryta, which affect the head 
and face; pulsatilla, the face alone; dary/a and 
china, the left side of the body, the former confined 
to the head ; phosphorus and pulsatilla, the right 
side, the latter affecting the head particularly ; ar- 
gentum, phosphorus, and selenium have their affinity 
with the anterior portion of the body, while sepia 
selects the posterior. Zhuja produces sweat on 
one side of the scrotum. 
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The discussion on this subject closed with Dr. 
Allen’s remarks, The remainder of the evening 
was devoted to the discussion of business affairs, 
and therefore not of special interest in this report. 


<i 
> 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
OF 
THE STAFF OF THE WESTERN HOMC0O- 
PATHIC DISPENSARY. 





Ax appointed meeting was held at the office of 
Dr. H. Rickaby, No. 258 West 42d Street, Mon- 
day evening, April 5th, 1875. 

The record of the preceding meeting was read 
and approved. In response to the letter of the 
Secretary informing Dr. Egbert Guernsey of his 
appointment as Chief of Staff and Consulting Phy- 
sician, a letter of acceptance was received and read. 

In order to promote the interest of the meeting, 
the Secretary had requested each member of the 
Staff to prepare himself with a report of an inter- 
esting clinical case treated in his respective depart- 
ment. In response to this invitation Dr. Gilbert 
was first in order. He said he was unable to com- 
ply with the exact terms of the invitation regarding 
clinical cases, as none such with positive results 
have presented themselves, but instead he would 
briefly ask attention to the subject of urethral 
suppositories. He had with him a number 
of samples from Mr. J. C. Rushton’s Pharmacy, 
an improvement upon the usual suppositories, 
t. e., those made by heating cacao-butter and 
pouring off into molds; forin this manner, even 
with the greatest care, if the medicinal agent 
be heavy, as is generally the case, it sinks to the 
bottom, thus becoming unequally suspended, mak- 
ing an article anything but that directed; further, 
the form and weight are seldom the same, never if 
molded in paper, as is the ordinary practice of 
druggists. As a result of these inaccuracies, sup- 
positories have naturally fallen into disfavor, and 
urethral suppositories into disuse. In those in 
hand these faults are corrected. They are made as 
follows : Cold cacao-butter and the selected medi- 
cina] substance are placed in a mortar and thor- 
oughly rubbed together, until the proportion 
throughout the entire mass is correctly established. 
It is now placed in a receiver, compressed and 
forced through the tube-molds of desired form and 
weight, the degree of consistency and fusibility 
being regulated at will, by incorporating more or 
less wax with the cacao-butter. The process is 





simple and the result a nicety. Dr. Gilbert said 
his own experience with them was slight, still he 
was satisfied they were a great improvement on the 
old suppositories. Local applications have been 
generally recognized as speedier, and more certain 
in their action, than internal medication, which 
being the case, in connection with the fact that the 
use of injections is often a great annoyance, the 
new suppositories recommend themselves. Two 
sizes were shown, corresponding in diameter with 
number eight and nine English bougie. It is sel- 
dom that an inflamed urethra will accommodate 
larger. They are from three to four inches in 
length, sufficiently long to cover the membrane 
involved. Although hard, they are quite flexible, 
and easily adapt themselves to the varied positions 
of the penis. A plaster over the meatus urinarius 
retains them in position. By their insertion the 
mucous membrane is separated and distended ; the 
pressure upon the congested vessels diminishes 
materially the amount of blood in the parts, re- 
moving in proportion both heat and swelling, and 
lessening the amount of exudation. In addition, 
rest is obtained, an important feature in the treat- 
ment of urethritis, for, as in articulations, motion 
is a constant source of irritation, thus retarding the 
progress of convalescence. 


The suppositories were left in charge of Dr. 
Beebe, to be used in his clinic, with the request 
that he report results. ; 

Dr. Rickaby reported a case of uterine disturb- 
ance produced by a foreign body lodged in the 
cavity of the uterus, as follows : 

Mrs. M., wt. 25, applied recently for treatment, 
complaining of severe pain in the lower region of 
the abdomen, particularly on deep pressure. In re- 
ply to the usual questions, the only cause she could, 
or rather would, assign for her trouble was wetting 
her feet at the time of her monthly sickness, 
Not satisfied with this, an examination of the 
parts was determined upon, This was accordingly 
done, with the following result : The os uteri was 
considerably congested and sensitive. The sound 
was then introduced as carefully as possible, though 
with considerable pain, and came in contact with 
what seemed to be a foreign body. The cervical 
canal was, of course, too little dilated to admit of 
arriving at any definite conclusions respecting 
the cause of the symptoms, consequently a sponge- 
tent was inserted and left in situ. Pudsasilla, to be 
Saken every hour, was prescribed, and the patient 
was directed to call the next day. 

As she presented herself at the time appointed, 
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the sponge-tent was removed, and ‘the os Was ean 
sufficiently dilated to admit of the introduction of 


the finger. By means of the dressing-forceps the 
foreign substance was removed, which proved to be 
a hard rubber hair-pin, about two and a half inches 
long. The ‘‘ pin” brought with it, on the part of 
the patient, a confession‘as to the cause of its un- 
usual position. It was the old story. The usual 
menstrual flow had not made its appearance on 
the previous month, and supposing she was preg- 
nant, having no desire of being so situated, she 
determined upon taking means to prevent it, and 
accordingly one night, before retiring, she intro- 
duced the rubber pin, and was soon sleeping 
soundly. The next morning the pin had disap- 
peared. This fact, coupled with another, viz., 
that she experienced considerable pain on motion, 
impelled her to seek advice. She did so with the 
above result. The patient was seen two weeks 
after, and gave every evidence of the enjoyment of 
good health. 


Dr. Beebe reported a case of chronic ulceration 





of the leg. 

The patient, a young man, zt. 19, came to the 
Dispensary with the following history. Eight | 
months previous to his visit he had received a kick 
from a horse on the right leg, just above the ankle | 
joint, producing a badly contused wound. The | 
subsequent inflammation and general constitutional 
. derangement were of sufficient severity to confine 
him to his room for several weeks. At the end of 
this time the wound was almost entirely healed, 
only a small point of ulceration remaining. His 
general condition was somewhat improved. The 
pain at times still proved troublesome. It was im- 
possible, however, for a person in his circumstances 
to remain idle; consequently, having obtained 
employment, he went to work as usual. Unfor- 
tunately, about two weeks after this the pain in the 
leg increased in severity, the point of ulceration 
became something more than a point, until at last | 
an ulcerated surface as large as a crown-piece was 
exposed. His health again declined, and he was 
compelled a second time to seek advice. 

The treatment which was recommended and fol- 
lowed out proved of no avail, and the ulceration | 
continued to extend, until at the time the patient 
presented himself at the Dispensary the old ulcer | 
covered a surface fully three inches in diameter. 

The center was filled with granulations, which | 
were raised an inch above the surface ; the secre- 
tions were profuse, and almost gangrenous in ap. | 
pearance and odor ; the edges were sharply cut, 
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memoeat everted in places, interes’: sie ‘tile 
tous ; there were, in addition, five other ulcers, sit- 
uated above the large one, three on the posterior 
aspect of the leg, and two on the side ; these were 
smaller, but not in the same torpid condition ; the 
pain was excruciating. Flax-seed poultices were 
recommended for the entire surface, to be contin- 
ued until the next visit—two days. The leg was 
to be kept quiet and elevated. The patient stated 
at his second visit, that the comfort he had experi- 
enced was the first fora long time. The ulcer had 
improved slightly. The subsequent course of treat- 
ment consisted simply in bandaging the leg from 
the toes to the knee, with compresses saturated 
with a solution of carbolic acid and cold water over 
the ulcerating surfaces, while great care was taken 
with reference to the general health of the patient. 
At the present time his condition is very much im- 
proved in every way. The pain has disappeared, 
three of the small ulcers have healed, the large ul- 
cerating surface has become about one-half its for- 
mer size, while the character of the secretions is 
entirely changed, and the patient is feeling ‘‘first- 
rate,” to use his own expression. The case is still 
under consideration, and it is to be hoped that at 


| our next meeting a perfect cure may be recorded. 


The other members of the staff not being pre- 
pared with papers, the meeting adjourned. 
L. L. Danrortu, M. D., Secretary. 


<> 


NEW YORK MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY. 

Ata recent meeting of the New York Medico- 
Legal Society, Prof. Frank H. Hamilton delivered 
an address on ‘‘ Malpractice in Surgery : Its Causes’ 
and Remedies.” We give an abstract of the speak- 
er’s remarks. He said it was well known that the 
surgical branch of the medical profession was pe- 
culiarly liable to prosecutions for malpractice. 

He referred to his own earlier days, from 1833 
| to 1866, when such prosecutions were so frequent 
that many eminent surgeons abandoned their work 
and confined themselves to the practice of medi- 
cine. 

He proceeded to show from an authority on this 
subject that the great majority of suits grew out 
of cases of amputations, fractures, and disloca- 
tions, while fractures particularly were the most 
common causes of such contentions, The reason 





: for this, the speaker believed, to be found in the 


facts that the profession had not drawn the line 
between the possible and the impossible. They 
had claimed too much, and the community 


' measured them by their own standard. 
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Statistics and percentages of results, gained in a 
long series of cases (like those related in thé 
speaker’s memoir, published in 1849), were the 
only true guides in establishing prognoses. 

Notwithstanding all that had been accomplished 
in the reduction of the number of suits for mal- 
practice, by the careful arrangement of these 
statistics, he said there were men at the present 
day who still persisted in asserting that no short- 
ening need occur in any fracture of the thigh. 
So long as the treatment of that fracture was not 
yet established, men pursued old or new methods, 
as their preference dictated; if employing the 
former, and not successful, they were charged with 
not using the best means ; if the latter, and fail- 
ure resulted, lack of skill in its use was the ver- 
dict. ’ 

Improvement had been made, and the amount 
of shortening of fractured bones was growing 
less. But they had not reached perfection, and so 
long as they claimed they had, so long they would 
_be subject to prosecution, and rightly too. Sur- 
geons were responsible for ordinary care and skill 
in the treatment of each case they take in charge, 
and nothing should relieve them therefrom. Be- 
yond this the remedy is in their own profession to 
see that the standard is truly fixed. 


<i 


TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION 
OF THE 
AMERICAN INST. OF HOMCEOPATHY. 


Tue twenty-eighth session of the American Insti- 
tute of Homeeopathy will be held at the Beebe 
House, Put-in Bay, Lake Erie, commencing on 
the Third Tuesday in June next (June 15, 1875), 
and continue four days. 

Chairmen and members of bureaus are es- 
pecially requested to have their reports and papers 
prepared for presentation. Members not belong- 
ing to bureaus who are desirous of presenting 
papers, are requested to address the General Secre- 
tary at once, giving title of proposed papers. 
Members of standing committees are notified to 
have their reports in readiness for presentation. 

Applicants for membership may obtain blanks 
by addressing the General Secretary. Blanks must 
be filled by stating the full name and address of 
applicant, and time and place of graduation, and 
be attested by three members of the Institute per- 
sonally acquainted with the applicant. Applica- 
tions for membership thus prepared should be 
forwarded to the General Secretary not later than 
the sth of June. 

















All papers forwarded to the General Secretary 
will be properly disposed of. 

A circular will be issued by the Committee of 
Arrangements, prior to the meeting, which will 
give full information on all subjects connected with 
the meeting. 

Rooms may be now engaged, dona fide, by ad- 
dressing Mr. H. Beebe, Carlisle House, corner of 
Sixth and Mound Streets, Cincinnati, O. Price 
of board per day, $2.50. 

Rosert J. McCratcuey, 
General Secretary, 
g18 North Tenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
GHedical Annotations. 

Dr. Jahr, in the Revue Homeopathique, says the 
hygienic precautions to be observed in the treat- 
ment of typhoid fever are nearly as important to 
the welfare of the patient as a good choice of med- 
icines. 

Under this head, the first point mentioned is to 
procure for the patient as fresh and pure air as 
possible, since it is a well-known fact—in the 
army, for example—that patients attacked with 
hospital fever escape more easily while the army is 
marching, because, during the journey, they can 
have fresh and pure air, even though it is cold. 
Also, as soon as the army stops, and they are shut 
up in hospitals badly ventilated, they ordinarily die 
like flies in autumn. For this reason it is advised 
to have all the windows in the room of the patient 
open wide, unless the season of the year is abso- 
lutely opposed to it, only avoiding draughts of air. 
After thorough ventilation, disinfection is next in 
order. The advice of Dr. Hering is here followed, 
which is to burn in the room with the patient 
three or four grains of coffee—jirs/, because the 
vapor of the coffee, freshly burnt, has been for 
some time recognized by several chemists as the 
best disinfectant ; and, secondly, because all other 
disinfectants are much more destructive to the 
action of drugs, or else they only cover the bad 
odors, without destroying them.’ As to cold ablu- 
tions, they should be applied every morning, when 
the patient is accustomed to them ; and when one 
can get alcohol which bas not been adulterated, 
that also can be employed for rubbing. 

In regard to diet there are physicians, particu- 
larly in Belgium, who, from fear lest their patients 
die of hunger, and not being able to decide on an 
absolute diet, permit them to eat, when the most 
alarming symptoms have passed, and also during 
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the rest of the course of the fever, small quantities 
of meat, of bread, potatoes, and even oranges. 
Others, particularly the physicians of France, put 
them on the most severe diet during the whole 
course of the fever, only permitting them a little 
toast-water, or rice, or barley-water, and other 
mucilaginous drinks. Syrup of raspberries and 
the juice of very ripe baked apples are also 
allowed. 

Dr. Jahr agrees with these last in every partic- 
ular. He says he has never seen any inconven- 
ience result from too severe diet, followed up even 
until the cessation of the fever and to the end of 
the disease, denoted by the changes in the char- 
acter of the urine. 

Cases are not rare when, as a consequence of 
eating the smallest quantity of solid food, more or 
less indigestible in itself, the favorable progress of 
the patient was stopped, and results more or less 
deplorable ensued. Solid nourishment given be- 
fore the crisis does not even nourish the system, 
and has no other result than uselessly fatiguing the 
stomach, besides causing the patient to run a risk. 
The time to commence giving the patient a little 
something to eat is when, the tongue having 
again become clean, and the urine clear, he expe- 
riences a natural appetite. But even then one can- 


not allow him to have white meat, nor meat that | 


is too young, nor lemons, oranges, or any other 
acids. Soup alone is given during the definite 
crisis—a little cupful a day, after the fatty mate- 
rial has been removed. A little later, a quarter of 
a pigeon, broiled, or roasted without fat, with a 
little bread, and either quince or raspberry pre- 
serves ; no currant preserves. Then, two or three 
days later, a cutlet of mutton is permitted, from 
which the fat has been removed, allowing at the 
same time every day a small glass of old Bordeaux, 
and thus gradually increasing the nourishment 
until the patient has insensibly returned to his 
ordinary diet. The patient should be watched 
over very carefully till the end of the sixth week. 
Before this time the least excess in the matter of 
eating or drinking, ‘as well as all fatiguing exercise 
ofthe body or mind, can again bring the patient to 
the edge of the grave. The food ought always to 
be very light—much nourishment in a small quan- 
tity—and the patient ought to eat rather often, and 
only a little at a time. 

Physiology of the Kidney. (British Medical Jour- 
nal, September 9, 1874. )—Bowman’s theory that 
the Malpighian bodies separate the water, and the 
convoluted tubes the solids of the urine, has been 
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recently greatly strengthened by some experiments 
ptrformed by Heidenhain in Germany. 

Taking advantage of the affinity which the kid- 
ney has for indigé, Heidenhain injected the sul- 
phate of indigo into the circulation of a living an- 
imal. _ The result invariably was to color the kid- 
ney and the urine blue. But varying the condi- 
tions of the operations, the following facts were ob- 
served : 

Having caused suppression of urine by sec- 
tion of the spinal cord below the medulla, he in- 
jected indigo into the circulation, and kept the an- 
imals alive by artificial respiration, and examined 
them at various periods after the operation. 

Immediately examined, the convoluted tubes 
were colored blue, while the Malpighian bodies 
and straight tube were unaffected. In animals 
killed and examined ten minutes after injection, 
the gland cells of the convoluted tubes were col- 
ored blue, but their canals were free from coloring 
matter. 

After an hour the coloring matter had passed en- 
tirely from their gland cells and occupied the cav- 
ities of the tubes, and on account of the suppres- 
sion of the watery elements of the urine, the blue 
deposit was not washed out but remained and 
crystallized. 

The suppression of water was also effected by 
ligature of the ureters, and the experiments 
repeated with the same results as those just enu- 
merated. These facts seem to point to the con- 
clusion that the water is eliminated by the Mal- 
pighian tubes, and flowing down dissolves and 
washes out the solids separated by the convoluted 
tubes below. Also that the solids are excreted 
even when the water is suppressed. 

To add further proof, Heidenhain injected into 
the circulation a concentrated solution of urate 
of soda, the water being suppressed, and this sub- 
stance crystallized in the convoluted tubes, and in 
them alone.—New Fork Medical Journal, April, 
1875. 

Relation of Bacteria to Putrefactive Disease.— 
Dr. Klein of the Brown Institution, in London, 
has published a paper in reference to the relation 
of bacteria to putrefactive diseases, and has found, 
in the course of certain investigations upon the 
small-pox of the sheep, that the lymphatic vessels 
of the loose tissue beneath the skin and elsewhere 
are occupied by the branching filaments of a fun- 
gus-like organism. In the pustules which form 
on the surface these filaments give rise to minute 
rounded spores, which have also been seen by 
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Other observers, and recognized as special ‘‘cor- 
puscles” of the diseases small-pox and vaccinia. 
In investigating the phenomena of typhoid fever, 
he has ascertained that in the ulcerated intestines 
there are immense numbers of minute, round, 
yellowish-green organisms, both in the tissues of 
the intestinal wall and in the villi of the surface. 


Nicotine as an Antidote to Strychnia. — Prof, 
Haughton, of Dublin, relates a case of strychnia 
poisoning which was treated by drop doses of ni- 
cotine in whisky punch every half hour. At the 
second dose the paroxysms became less violent, 


and the muscles of the abdomen softer. Four 
doses produced relaxation of the muscles. This 
confirms previous experience on this subject. Dr. 


Fraser, Professor of Materia Medica at Aberdeen, 
says that nicotine combines a feebly paralyzing ef- 
fect on the motor nerves with a more decided par- 
alyzing effect on the voluntary muscular fiber. The 
action of nicotine very much resembles that of 
physostigma (or calabar bean), acting, however, 
more directly upon the muscles, and producing 
complete relaxation of them. 

Physostigma acts by diminishing, and in large 
doses destroying the reflex activity of the spinal 
cord.— British Medical Journal. 


Active Principles of Ergot.—Prof. Levi, of the 
University of Pisa, has just made known, as the 
result of numerous analytical and experimental re- 
searches, that the physiological, therapeutical, and 
. Obstetric properties of ergot of rye are due to the 
presence of phosphoric acid, which it contains in 
abundance, much more than its organic principles 
(like ergotine, ecbalin, etc.), to which until now 
had been exclusively ascribed all the various ac- 
tions of the substance.—Zancef, Jan. 2, 1875. 





Medical tems ‘and Hews. 
Det Greco recommends, in cases of cauteriza. 
tion—after applying nitrate of silver in the usual 
manner—the passage of a small cylinder or pencil 
of polished zinc several times over the surface al- 
ready whitened by the caustic. The parts im- 


mediately blacken, and the cauterizing action be- 
comes deeper. 





Dr. J. VAn Creer, a homceopathic physician of 
Brooklyn, has been appointed Sanitary Inspector 
by the Board of Health, against the remonstrances 
of Drs. Conkling and Hutchinson. Dr. Conkling 
said it was an insult to them ; and Dr. Hutchinson 
declared, if the Board were going to permit sach 








innovations upon former usages, they should also 
appoint eclectics and clairvoyants, in order that no 
injustice should be done; and he therefore moved 
that Mrs. Parkes, a clairvoyant, be appointed. Dr. 
Van Cleef was, however, appointed Sanitary In- 
spector, General Jourdan, Alderman Bergen, and 
Commissioner Palmer voting for him. The salary 
is $1,200 per annum, 


Pror. Cuanpver, of this city, has lately invented 
an instrument, which he calls the lactometer, for 
detecting adulterations in milk ; and dealers who 
have been in the habit of resorting to this decep- 
tion are likely hereafter to have a hard road to 
travel, With this appliance Prof. Chandler found 
that milk of the poorest quality, taken fresh from 
healthy cows, registered one hundred degrees. He 
therefore thought it would be just and fair to put 
that down as the standard. It is but right to say 
that he found milk which registered one hundred 
and twenty-nine, but none that did not come upto 
the standard. Deputies of the Health Board have 
demonstrated the value of the invention by making 
an extended tour among the city milk-dealers and 
‘* producers.” In many stores they found milk 
that did not register above fifty ; some registered 
seventy-five ; and some went as high as one hun- 
dred and twenty. 


An Act regulating the practice of physicians, 
surgeons, and midwives, was recently passed 
by the Assembly of New Jersey, but defeated 
in the Senate by a vote of ten to ten, on ac- 
count of the clause relating to the practice 
of midwifery. The act provided for the an- 
nual appointment of a board of examiners, to 
consist of seven members, of whom four should be 
allopathists and three homceopathists. The board 
was empowered to examine candidates and grant 
licenses, after the manner of the Board of Censors 
in this State. The objectionable feature referred to 
| was the section which empowered the State Board 
to appoint two physicians in each county, whose 
duty it should be to examine any female residing in 
said county applying for a license to practice mid- 
wifery; and upon their certifying to said board 
that such female was a competent person to prac- 
tice midwifery, it should be the duty of the board 
to grant her a license, upon her paying to the 
treasurer the license fee. 


THE HOMCEOPATHIC FAIR. 


Tue Homeceopathic Fair at the Twenty-second 
Regiment Armory, opened brilliantly on Saturday 
evening, April 1oth, and is now in full progress. 
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Friends of Homceopathy are there, alive with inter- 
est, and working as only those can who are heart 
and soul enlisted in the cause. A successful result 
in return for all their labor is certain, and the time 
is not far distant when our lady friends may see 
and realize the good works they are doing. Mr. 
William Cullen Bryant opened the fair with the 
following remarks : 

**I have been asked to saya few words at the 
opening of this Fair concerning its purpose and 
object. I suppose that every person here is aware 
that the object of this Fair it to obtain funds for 
establishing a Homceopathic Hospital for women 
and children. The Ladies’ Homceopathic Hospi- 
tal Association had this project in hand when they 
were joined by the Ladies’ Aid Society, which had 
shortly before opened a Homeeopathic Surgical 
Hospital. Under the auspices of these two asso- 
ciations united, the work is now proceeding, and it 
is hoped that they will yet be able to open a third 
institution for the relief of the sick—a General 
Homceopathic Hospital—in the same inclosure with 
those which I have already mentioned. These 
hospitals will be accommodated in the kind of 
buildings which bear the name of pavilions— 
structures comparatively slight, and very different 
from those massive and lofty edifices hitherto used 
for hospitals. It has been found by long experi- 
ence that those huge and solid structures after a 
certain time become saturated with the unwhole- 
some effluvia from the sick-beds ; that the walls 
thus poisoned affect the air of the wards ; and that 
the patients received into the hospitals suffer great- 
ly, and often die in consequence of disease super- 
induced by this cause. The pavilion, therefore, 
the materials of which can be easily taken down 
and carried away, is substituted for the solid build- 
ings formerly used. 

‘*There is yet another matter to which I would 
refer. This fair is in part a commemoration of the 
birthday of Hahnemann, the great founder of the 
homeeopathic system of cure. One hundred and 
twenty years ago this day, Hahnemann was born 
at Meissen, in Saxony. It seemsa period of con- 
siderable antiquity, but I have on my grounds at 
Roslyn a tree which was forty-two years old when 
Hahnemann first saw the light. Seventy-nine 
since—when, if you will pardon the egotism of 
the remark, I was in my cradle—Hahnemann an- 
nounced to the world his discovery of the homceo- 
pathic law that like cures like. His doctrine was 
at first laughed at, but with every year it obtained 
new adherents, until now there is no country in 


the civilized world in which there are not practi- 
tioners of medicine who are his followers. These 
rank him with the eminent discoverers whose names 
illustrate the annals of medicine at different pe- 
riods of the world’s history ; they place him by the 
side of Harvey, who discovered the circulation of 
the blood, and with Jenner, who introduced vac- 
cination ; nay, they place his name above theirs, 
inasmuch as they claim that his discovery required 
a more patient and persevering spirit of inquiry, 
and a nicer and more vigilant discrimination. 

‘* Let us honor Hahnemann, therefore, but let us 
beware of following him too far. There are cases, 
I grieve to say, in which his method of cure with 
minute quantities of the remedy prescribed is 
wholly inefficacious and inapplicable, and the case 
before you, my.friends, is one of them. Attenua- 
ted nux vomica sometimes works wonders ; atten- 
uated ratsbane gives the victory over many painful 
symptoms ; but attenuated charity is an abomina- 
tion. Charity in the form of infinitesimal doses, 
if you stop there, is fatal, and death is sure to fol- 
low. Dilute your drugs, whether the poison you 
employ be gathered in the fields or dug from the 
bowels of the earth, dilute them with a free hand, 
but do not dilute your donations to a noble and 
worthy scheme of beneficence. There is a medi- 
cine much in use among homeeopathic physicians 
which they call aurum, the English name for it, 
perhaps, you are familiar with—it is gold. Ina 
case like this it requires to be liberally adminis- 
tered, or it will do no good. I heartily wish it 
were otherwise. If an infinitesimal dose of it 
would build an hospital, I am sure that a thousand 

of harris would be held forth to administer it ; 
| but since that cannot be, [ can only caution you 
|against being too homceopathic, and counsel the 
administration of the powerful remedy of which I 
speak in liberal dosés,” 





NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 


Tue following is the new law passed February 
3, 1875, concerning the practice of Medicine and 
Surgery in the State of New York, amendatory of 
the act passed May 11, 1874: 

The People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Secrion 1. Section one of the act entitled ‘‘ An 
act to regulate the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery in the State of New York,” passed May 
eleven, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, is here- 
by amended so as to read as follows : 

$1. LZvery person who shail hereafter practice 








THE HOMCEOPATHIC TIMES. 


47 





medicine or surgery in this State, unless such per- 
son be authorized to practice by a license, or 
diploma from some chartered school, medical 
society, or State board of medical examiners of 
some State in the United States, shall obtain and 
is hereby required and directed to obtain a certifi- 
cate from the board of censors of some one of the 
medical societies of this State, either of a county 
medical society in the county where such person 
shall at the time reside or practice, or of a State 
medical society, or from the State board of medi- 
cal examiners, which shall certify that the board of 
censors of such society, or the State board of med- 
ical examiners have examined and dg find the 
person named in such certificate, and to whom the 
same shall be issued, qualified to practice all of 
the branches of the medical art mentioned therein; 
which certificate shall be tested by the signatures 
of the censors or examiners holding the examina- 
tion, and the seal of such eociety, and for which 
the usual fee required by the society shall have 
been paid. All persons to whom such certificate, 
license or diploma, is granted shall, before they 
engage in the practice of medicine ur surgery in 
this State, cause a copy of such certificate, license, 
or diploma to be registered in the office of the 
clerk of each county in which such person or per- 
sons shall from time to time reside or practice. 
And the clerks of the several counties of this State 
shall procure and keep suitable and proper book 
or books, in which they shall record such certifi- 
cates tested as aforesaid, and such licenses or di- 
plomas whenever presented to be registered, upon 
the payment to them of the same fees required to 
be paid for recording conveyances of real estate, 
and shall index, in alphabetical order, the names 
of the persons to whom such certificate, license, 
* or diploma has been granted, noting therein oppo- 
site to the name indexed the book and page 
where such certificate, license, or diploma is re- 
corded, the date of the instrument, and of the re- 
cording of the same. 

Sec. 2. Section two of said act is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

§ 2. The censors of each medical society afore- 
said shall notify all practitioners of medicine and 
surgery of the terms and requirements of this act, 
and shall request such persons, so notified, to 
comply with said requirements within thirty days 
after such notification; and if such persons shall 
not, within the time specified in the notice, or 
within such further time as may be allowed by 
special arrangement with said censors, not exceed- 


ing ninety days, comply with the requirements 
herein made of unregistered practitioners, physi- 
cians, and surgeons, as the case may be, such per- 
sons shall thereafter be subject to all the provisions 
and penalties prescribed by this act for any viola- 
tions of the same. A// unregistered practilioners 
shall, on recetving notification of the censors of one or 
more county socielies, elect lo which of them they may 
prefer to make application, and shall so notify per sonal- 
ly, or in writing, the chairman or any member of said 
board of censors. In case only one legally organized 
sociely exists in the counly in which unregistered prac- 
lilioners may reside they shall be permitted lo make appli- 
cation to the censors of any other county sociely, lo the 
end that they who prefer to be recognized as allopathic, 
homeopathic, or ecleche practitioners may have opportu- 
nily to secure an impartial examination by a board of cen- 
sors of either of the schools named, 

Sec. 3. Section three of said act is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : 

§ 3. It is hereby declared a misdemeanor for 
any person to practice medicine or surgery in this 
State who shall not cause to be registered in the county 
where said person shall reside a copy of such certificate, 
license, or diploma as described in the foregoing sections 
of this act, either prior to or within twenty days after the 
time named for the convening of said censors, in the notice 
prescribed in section two as amended of the act hereby 
amended, ot who shall practice under cover of the 
record of a certificate, license, or diploma fraudulently 
or illegally obtained; and any person found guilty 
of such misdemeanor shall be punished for the first 
offense by a fine of not less than fifty dollars 
or more than one hundred dollars, and for any 
subsequent offense by a fine of not less than 
one hundred dollars or more than five hundred, 
or by imprisonment i she county jail not less than 
thirty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
The district attorney in each of the counties of this 
State shall ascertain, at least twice in each year, 
from the officers of the several county medical soci- 
eties in each county, or from any other reliable 
source, information concerning any violation of 
this act, and it is hereby made his duty to present 
cases of alleged violation to the grand jury of the 
county, and to prosecute the same. ll fines col- 
lected under the provisions of this act shall be paid 
over by the district attorney to the county treasurer 
of such county, 

THE MEDICAL COLLEGES FOR WOMEN located in 
this city have recently held their commencement 
exercises, and the students from the various insti- 





tutions have received diplomas, and gone forth to 
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battle with the world in the ranks of their chosen 
profession. The Medical College and Hospital 
for Women (Mrs. C. Lozier, M.D., Dean) pre- 
sented a class of nine members ; the College of 
the New York Infirmary, three; and the New 
York Free Medical College, nine ; making a total 
of twenty-one from the three schools. 


Tue sprinc coursE of the New York Medical 
College and Hospital for Women began April 1st, 
and will continue eight weeks. 


Mr. Pops, superintendent of the District Tele- 
graph Co., reports the smaller boys in his employ- 


ment, quicker, brighter, and more capable than 
the larger boys of the same age. 


A man died of small-pox at Canajoharie last fall, 
and his clothes were buried to prevent infection, 
but lately, through motives of economy, the 
brother of the deceased disinterred and wore 
them. The frugal man is now in the pest-house, 
and the clothes will probably be buried again. 


Publisher $ Bepartment. 





Tue Homeorpatuic Times will be glad to receive 
from its subscribers reports of interesting clinical 
cases. Particular attention will be given to this 
department of the journal ; hitherto, it has been 
too much neglected. Such communications may 
be sent to the publisher’s office, 18 West Twenty- 
third Street, New York. 


In obtaining advertisements, care has been taken 
to accept only those that are deserving the atten- 
tion of the profession. The pharmacies are well 
known as the best in the city, and as such we 
recommend them, viz.: Smith’s, Wenck’s, Rush- 
ton’s, Caswell & Hazard’s, Hurlburt’s and Spangen- 
berg’s. 
viz. : 


WE Hope those who wish to subscribe for the 
Homcopatuic Times will respond quickly, so as 
to avoid the sending of back numbers, as is a 
frequent request of subscribers. 


Orpers FoR medical works will receive prompt 
attention from Dodd & Mead, who offer them to 
the profession at 22 per cent. discount. See page 
g of advertisements. 





PHYSICIANS DESIRING to purchase doctors’ phae- 
tons, wagons, or gigs, will find reliable parties ad- 
vertising with us, viz.: M. Curley and F. R. Wood. 
See pages 5 and 7 of advertisements. 


TELL YOUR DRUGGIST or grocer in the country to 
be supplied with Delluc’s Biscotine. In treating 
summer complaints it assists greatly the action of 
remedies, for very few cooks can prepare properly 
food for a person with an abnormally sensitive 
stomach. 


WE TAKE PLEASURE in acknowledging for the 
Western Homceopathic Dispensary the receipt of 
two large boxes of tonic medicines, donated by 
Billings, Clapp & Co. They meet well the de- 
mand which, since the withdrawal of the city ap- 
propriations, the dispensary has been unable to 
extend to a large class of patients suffering from 
chronic diseases. 





As a RESULT of the general efforts by the friends 
of homeeopathy in this city to obtain a large 
sum of money for the purpose of building hos- 
pitals, the noblest of charities, our city dispen- 
saries are being too much neglected, but thanks 
‘to a few lady friends, who know of the amount of 
| suffering we are relieving, the Western Homeeo- 
| pathic Dispensary still continues its good work,” 
| hoping; at no distant day, to receive again the 
aid worthy of the charity it so long has extended. 








ADVERTISEMENTS for sale and transfer of Practices, 


The preparations all are worthy of notice, | Partnerships, etc., will be inserted in this column 
Pond’s Extract, Tarrant’s Seltzer Aperient, | a+ the rate of $5.00, in advance, for four insertions 


La Plata Extract of Beef, Delacre’s Homceopathic | of not more than ten lines. 


Chocolate, and Delluc’s Biscotine. 


gastric weakness, 


at our agen to aperond 


and reliable at Wenck’s ees 1200 Broad- | 
way, or 381 Sixth Avenue. 


The latter, ' 2 
an article of diet particularly suitable in cases of | 
is fast finding its way into the | a 


sick-room. Very few ks can prepare, properly, | 
sick wie —— a . P pare, properly, Amount of Space. 
food for invalids, and it is convenient to have such | 
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